Congress of the TUnited States

House of Repregentatives
TWashington, BE 20515

March 15, 2006

The Honorable Ralph Regula
Chairman

House Appropriations Committee
Subcommittee on Labor, Health
and Human Services and Education
2358 Rayburn HOB

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Regula:

As you begin work on the FY 2007 Appropriations bills, we are writing to respectfully
request that you include the Title X national family planning program among your list of
funding priorities for FY 2007 and ask that it be funded at $375 million. The current
funding level is $283 million. A just-released government review of Title X family
planning services confirms that the program serves a unique and valuable purpose, is
cost-effective, and is effectively managed. Yet current funding is inadequate to keep up
with inflation, medical advances and a growing population of uninsured Americans. Had
Title X funding kept up with inflation it would now be funded at nearly $700 million.

Widespread use of birth control continues to be a critical component of basic preventive
health care for women and has been the driving force in reducing national rates of
unintended pregnancies, STDs, and abortion. Importantly, contraceptive use has led to
dramatic declines in maternal and infant mortality rates and has vastly improved maternal
and infant health.

Still, many American women do not have access to birth control services. Further, the
United States continues to have one of the highest rates of unintended pregnancies among
western nations — almost half of the 6 million pregnancies in this country each year are
unintended, and more than half of those end in abortion. Enter Title X, the national
family planning program.

Title X clinics provide high-quality contraceptive services and other preventive health
care to low-income women who would otherwise lack access to health care. Title X
clinics serve over five million low-income women at 4,500 clinics nationwide. In
addition to providing contraceptive services, Title X clinics provide basic preventive
health services. In calendar year 2004, Title X funded clinics provided 2.8 million Pap
tests, 2.7 million breast exams, 5.4 million STD tests, and 530,569 HIV tests. '
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Congress of the EUnited States
Houge r_.nt Repregentatives |
Washington, BE 20515

March 15,2006

The Honorable David Obey
Ranking Member

House Appropriations Committee
Subcommittee on Labor, Health
and Human Services and Education
1016 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Ranking Member Obey:

As you begin work on the FY 2007 Appropriations bills, we are writing to respectfully
request that you include the Title X national family planning program among your list of
funding priorities for FY 2007 and ask that it be funded at $375 million. The current
funding level is $283 million. A just-released government review of Title X family
planning services confirms that the program serves a unique and valuable purpose, is
cost-effective, and is effectively managed. Yet current funding is inadequate to keep up
with inflation, medical advances and a growing population of uninsured Americans. Had
Title X funding kept up with inflation it would now be funded at nearly $700 million.

Widespread use of birth control continues to be a critical component of basic preventive
health care for women and has been the driving force in reducing national rates of
unintended pregnancies, STDs, and abortion. Importantly, contraceptive use has led to
dramatic declines in maternal and infant mortality rates and has vastly improved maternal
and infant health. ' -

Sti]l, many American women do not have access to birth control services. Further, the
United States continues to have one of the highest rates of unintended pregnancies among
western nations — almost half of the 6 million pregnancies in this country each year are
unintended, and more than half of those end in abortion. Enter Title X, the national
family planning program.

Title X clinics provide high-quality contraceptive services and other preventive health
care to low-income women who would otherwise lack access to health care. Title X
clinics serve over five million low-income women at 4,500 clinics nationwide. In
addition to providing contraceptive services, Title X clinics provide basic preventive
health services. In calendar year 2004, Title X funded clinics provided 2.8 million Pap
tests, 2.7 million breast exams, 5.4 million STD tests, and 530,569 HIV tests.
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While Title X is one of the nation’s best and most cost-effective public health success
stories, federal fundmg is insufficient to meet the enormous need for publicly-supported
contraceptive services. Without additional funding clinics will be unable to both meet the
increasing demand for health services and provide the quality preventive care that is their
trademark. For example, Title X sites are well-situated to provide the rapid HIV tests and
chlamydia screening that the Administration has highlighted as key public health
priorities however the dwindling federal public health dollars make these costly services
difficult to provide.

We are mindful of the many competing budget priorities, however, we urge you to invest
in programs like Title X that promote public health and at the same time save scarce
public health dollars. For every public dollar invested in family planning, three dollars
are saved in Medicaid costs for pregnancy and newborn care alone. Please include
Title X among your list of ﬁ.mdmg priorities and request $375 million in funding in FY
2007 as a minimal investment in basic health care for low-income women. Thank you
for your consideration. .

Sincerely,
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Hilda L. Solis
Member of Congress
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